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Getting Whitewash started and the subject opened up 9/22/96 

It may seem odd that this is attached to a story about a restaurateur but 
that one, who had been my friend, was 'an important factor in my making a success 
of ty~hitev;ash when it appeared. Hot that it made for exceptional sales in 
Washington. Hather isit that Francois 1 ■prepared me .for what it. took to mjtke the 
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book ;3 success in i, ew Mork and in that way open the subject up. 

•‘-’rnacois was my customer as well as 5® friend when we farmed. ijji got what 
poultry and eggs he took home from me and seasonally, geese and specialty birds 
for special occasions at the restaurant. His Chez •“rancois was in a small but good 
hotel in the first block of Connecticut kvenue, on the West side, which is between 
^and I Streets I'M. 

Hubert Vermont, who managed what was then Washington’s largest bookstore, 
got interested in m 2 , at the Junej&jneriean JJJooksellers association annual convention, 
then always in Washington. Hubie arranged for me to be on my first talk show. 

I’d not even listened to any one of them then. It w^s Steve a llison. and his was 
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a oeople-eater format. He broadcast from a small restaurant east of Chez ^rancois 
by several blocks and a bit south of it. It was on a Saturday night. 

I'd load a phone call that day, after our mail had gone, from an executive 
of the Hew American library. 4s I recall bis name it was Kuhn. $e wanted a copy 
of the book as fast as possible. So, I left for Washington early and knew .■.•where 
there would be a mail collection that afternoon.lt was a block from Francois'. 

So, 1 mailed the book (and wasted it and the time and cost) and went down to -see 
Francois and perhaps have a drink with him. I had several hours. 

When he learned x had time to spend he took me into his dffoce rather than 
have me sit in the restaurant, hdd me plied witV) whiskey and as often as he 
could came in and we chatted. There was an older man, 1 thir/Chis uncle, also 
there. Before long a waitdr cleared a space on *rancois'/<fpbsk and then put a 
place settiMg there. Then there was a meal. 4t that point Francois appeared and 

told me tu move over, it was for me, to prepare me for the radio show. If ^ had 
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not been a bit relaxed from the drinking I*d probably not havg tasted 1 ’ escargot 
for the first tine. ' L Iiose snails were absolutely delicious! And he kept plying me 
with drink. Meanwhile we talked when he was free. He had me feeling relaxed 
when he told me it was time for me to get to the show. 

He knew 4iHson and he knew his people-eater refutation, had his own 
way of preparing me for that and it worked. 

I was relaxed when Allison started picking on me and on the subject and I 
stayed that way long enough for him to deliver the auf/ience to me. There is nothing 
like being absued to deliver the audience and learning that was to beA'uite in- 
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portant to rae. But after a -while, without conscious thought of it, x began to get 
annfyed and felt " did not have to be all that polite. 1 started letting him have 
pointed answers and he and she audience in that restaurant liked that very much. 
It was when X stxpped taking his nastmiess and abuses tliat it got i be a good 
show and the visible reaction told me tliat. 

% next show was big-time for radio and for the day. It was the Bong °ohn 
Kebel Show on clear-Channel WIBC in Hew York. Its audience, from the reaction to 


that show, was from the artic to the Antilles. I load a letter from a guy in 
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Canada who told me how many hundre miles ho was above the closest bookstore. 
from the southern iaate Islands. That show, on which - confronted along with the 
far-right Aiebel, Kiri n 0*3)aughterjy» then the head of All! Buckley's Conservative 
Party, and Victor tasky, attracted TV attention and led to me bging on TV. I did on 


it what Francois loosened me up to bo oJ°l 

on the first TV show, on the then largest 
rt wede 

mat show sagr “hi tewnsh the bestOselling 


e to do with Aillison and T did that also 
independent, Channel in IfYC. 

work of non&iiction in New York the 


week after it aired. 1 had to reprint it several times. 

If Frriacois had not loaded me up with liquor and relaxed me ,-aid had me 
feeling good and if he had not fed me so well, which contributed to that good 
feeling, x might have^^llo^ed Allison to intimidate me. (He and the station had me 
back several tineskelt«a- he left for Los Angeles.) Then 1 might have been intimidated 
by Ngbel and fellow right-wingers. With what I'd learned thanks to A vancois and 
the people— eater format of ‘YLIison, is what I did on W1I3C, let those boors pick on 
me until x believed, as it turned out correctly, they had offended their audience 
and delivered it to me. When ~ cut loose x ridiculed them openly, spo&fed them, 
helped them make fools of themselves, and when the program broke for a fifteen 
minute newscast after 2 1/ 2 hours the reaction wilted in and road was fantastic, 
it shamed them. Hebei was muffing his lines^n commercials even! 

During the break there was excellent refreshment In the control room. One of 
roadw y ' w fine delicatessens sent over a great abundance of fine sandwiches and 
soda waters. After the break, when faces?/ with the antagonism of hi4 audience on 
tie phone and by wire, ^bbel decided to close the show down abruptly. B; went into 
the control room and told thorn What tape of what previous show to play and he signed 
the program off by t nankin g his pals and saying good night to them and not even 
mentioning ray name! Which was wonderful! 

His staff in the control-room was also influenced. -4 packed up all the 
many sandwiches not used and an abundance ofjTr. -^rownecs Celery Tonic and Lj-eam Soda 
along wxt. i openers Decause it knew I'd be driving home aft^r the show and could be 
hungry. As I was. I was very happy and very tired, not having been abed for more 
than 24 hours. 



